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A PSALM FOE THE DAY ; 

OR, 

ISibine Vre0cri9tfon0 in €mt ot Cholera. 



Psalm xci. 1 — 16. 

1 He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty. . 

2 I will say of the Lord, He is my 
refuge and my fortress : my God ; in him 
will I trust. 

3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the 
snare of the fowler, and from the noi- 
some pestilence. 

4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, 
and under Ids wings shalt thou trust : his 
truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 
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5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the ter- 
ror by night ; nor for the arrow that flieth 
by day; 

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness ; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon-day. 

7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand ; but it 
shall not come nigh thee. 

8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou 
behold and see the reward of the wicked. 

9 Because thou hast made the Lord 
which is my refuge, even the Most High, 
thy habitation ; 

10 There shall no evil befall thee, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. 

11 For he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in aU thy ways. 

12 Tbey shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a 
stone. 



A PSALM FOR THB DAY. 



13 Thou sbalt tread upon the lion and 
adder: the y-oung lion and the dragon 
shalt thou trample under feet. 

14 Because he hath set his love upon 
me, therefore wiU I deliver him : I will 
set him on high, because he hath known 
my name. 

15 He shall call upon me, and I will 
answer him: I will be with him in trouble ; 
I will deliver him, and honour him. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, 
and show him my salvation. 



This Psalm may justly be called 
a Psalm for the Day; and, as 
such, I proceed to expound it. 

It does appear to me that the 
Minister of the Gospel — ^not for 
the sake of conciliating aa empty 
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applause, or exciting a transient 
interest, but for the sake of com- 
forting his people in the hour of 
trouble, warning them in times of 
peril, strengthening them in duty, 
should look around him, as a watch- 
man upon the towers of Zion, and 
if he see approaching the pesti- 
lence, the sword, or the famine, 
he ought, as it becomes him, to 
gather from the sight suggestive, 
practical, social, eternal lessons. 

The Ninety-first is a Psalm 
for the day; it is emphatically so. 
The Board of Health has issued 
a prescription as wise, I believe. 
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as it is worthy of your careful 
perusal, and, in its main details, 
of your strict and rigid observ- 
ance* Herein man is doing his 
part, as he always should; but 
we must still remember that man's 
skill is often folly, man's strength 
is often weakness, and all is in 
Tain without the blessing of God. 
Our rulers have done what they 
could; physicians have drawn 
their prescriptions from their 
pharmacopoeia — prescriptions, as 
I have said, entitled to your 
attention, as they merit your gra- 
titude. It is surely at such a time 
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that ministers of the gospel ought 
to open their pharmacopoeia — 
not theirs, but yours — and gather 
a leaf from the tree of life, which, 
laid upon the throbbing heart of 
humanity in its season, may heal 
its sorrows and mitigate its fears. 
I need not tell you, that owing 
to the incipient symptoms of dis- 
ease that are now unequivocally 
declared, many are excited, some 
are alarmed We ought not to 
be excited like some, nor alarmed 
like others; but all ought to be 
solemnized, and they the most who 
estimate best what we deserve. 
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You may recollect that I fore- 
warned you, in my exposition of 
the seventh Apocalyptic vial, in 
Exeter - Hall — under the first 
sprinklings of which I believe 
Europe is now coming — that this 
disease would come. Not that I 
pretended to be a prophet, but 
that the word of prophecy fore- 
told an approaching atmospheric 
taint, and many eminent medical 
men, on grounds of experience, 
said that there was every rea- 
son to expect that it would 
come. 

These medical men believe that 
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cholera is not contagious. Medical 
and scientific men^ who understand 
technical phraseology better than 
I do, will pardon me if I misapply 
a technical word, but they will 
no doubt comprehend my mean- 
ing — that the disease is not com- 
municated from one to another 
by personal contact; so that if 
any one is seized with the disease, 
he is not to be abandoned by his 
family or friends, the wife by her 
husband, or the husband by his 
wife. So little infectious is it 
believed to be, that I have read 
of some medical men who said 
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that they would not hesitate to 
lie close in contact with persons 
labouring under it^ so strong is 
their conviction that it is not 
communicated from body to body, 
as some other diseases are. 

The seventh vial, you recollect, 
was to be poured out into the air ; 
in other words, one of its effects 
is to be atmospheric. What is 
the unanimous verdict of Science 
upon the nature of cholera? That 
it is a morbific influence in the air ; 
the air which we breathe is smitten 
with it. It has marched over 
the continent, and now it comes 
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with a secresy and a certainty 
that we can neither arrest^ ex- 
plain, nor analyze. The Queen 
upon her throne^ her peers that 
are around her^ the peasant at 
his plough^ the mechanic at his 
business, the tradesman at his 
shop, must all breathe the same 
air, which has in it the same mor- 
bific taint : so true it is that the 
seventh angel has poured out his 
vial, and its influence and its con- 
tagion are as 'universal as the air 
that we breathe. Distance gives 
us no safety, nearness occasions 
us no danger: you are just as 
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exposed to it if you should run 
on the wings of the morning to 
the East^ as you are if you remain 
here. Such, I 6ay5 is the disease. 
We see in it plainly God's hand, 
the action of his power, the re- 
sult of his retribution, or his jus- 
tice, or paternal love. It may be 
to lead us to the Cross. 

If the blood of the paschal 
lamb sprinkled upon the lintels 
and the door-posts of the children 
of Israel, saved them, so that the 
Angel of Death, when he spread 
his wings on the wind, and swept 
through the length and breadth 
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of Egypt, shrunk from the door 
that was besprinkled with that 
blood, and smote the first-bom 
only that were within un- 
sprinkled and unconsecrated lin- 
tels, may it not be true, not 
merely spiritually, but literally, 
that God will mal^€ a difference 
in the case of thos^ who, under 
the conviction of their guilt, have 
received into their conscience that 
precious blood which speaketh bet- 
ter things than that of Abel ? 

Let us, however, look through 
the word of God, and trace what 
is said about pestilence. Some 



A PSALM FOE THE DAY. 13 



men say that it comes from tLe 
East ; others eay it is the conse- 
quence of want of sanitary regu- 
lations; and God forbid that I 
should for one moment cast a sus- 
picion, or a doubt^ on the value of 
attention to such arrangements; 
I believe they are of vital im- 
portance; far more so than all the 
nostrums and specifics of empi- 
ricism; but still, it is just pos- 
sible so to look to second causes, 
as to seek a solution there, and 
to forget that there is a Great 
First Mover — the very spring of 
the universe itself — its origin and 
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end^ whose power and presence 
we ought most chiefly to re- 
cognize. 

Let me, then, bring before you 
what the word of God says about 
pestilence. In every instance it 
asserts that it is the immediate in^ 
fliction of God. For instance: 
Ezek. xiv. 19, "Or if I send a 
pestilence." Again, Hab. iiL 5, 
"Before him went the pesti- 
lence;" Ezek. xiv. 21, "When I 
send my four sore judgments 
upon Jerusalem, the sword, and 
the famine, and the noisome 
beast, and the pestilence." In 
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Deut. xxviii. 21, "The Lord 
shall make the pestilence cleave 
unto thee ;" Amos iii. 6, " Shall 
a trumpet be blown in the city, 
and the people not be afraid? 
Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Lord hath not done it ?" 
I may just remark on this last 
passage, that some persons read 
it as if the " evil " meant moral 
evil, so making God the author 
of evil. This is perfectly absurd ; 
we must interpret the word ac- 
cording to the context. The pro- 
phet is speaking of providential 
judgments, not moral evils, and 
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therefore the word used might 
be translated affliction: '^ Shall 
there be affliction in a city, and 
the Lord hath not done it?" 
We see, therefore, that however 
true man's solutions may be — and 
I do not wish to depreciate them, 
nor is it my place, nor my design 
to do so ; nor is my information 
at all adequate to deal with these 
second causes ; yet I say plainly, 
on the authority of God's word, 
that God has sent this pesti- 
lence. 

Next, let us try to ascertain 
if there be any reason why lie 
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sends it. In every instance, in 
those cases recorded in Scripture, 
and I have gone over every passage 
I could find in Scripture where it 
is alluded to, I have remarked that 
wherever pestilence is sent, it is 
the punishment of sin, and gene- 
rally of national sin. The chap- 
ter which I have this morning 
read (Jer. xliv.) is one strong 
proof — indeed, we need no other. 
" Have ye forgotten the wicked- 
ness of your fathers, and the 
wickedness of the kings of Judah, 
and the wickedness of their 
wives, and your own *wickedne8S, 
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and the wickedness of your wives, 
which they have committed in 
the land of Judah^ and in the 
streets of Jerusalem ? They are 
not humbled, even unto this day, 
neither have they feared, nor 
walked in my law, nor in my sta- 
tutes, that I set before you and 
before your fathers. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the 
Grod of Israel ; Behold, I will set 
my fa<5e against you for evil, and 
to cut off all Judah. And I will 
take the remnant of Judah, that 
have set their faces to go into the 
land of Egypt to sojourn there. 
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and they shall all be consumed5 
and fall in the land of Egypt ; 
they shall even be consumed by 
the sword and by the famine: they 
shall die, from the least even unto 
the greatest, by the sword and 
by the famine : and they shall be 
an execration, and an astonish- 
ment, and a curse, and a re- 
proach. For I will punish them 
that dwell in the land of Egypt, 
as I have punished Jerusalem, 
by the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence." When sent 
upon the Egyptians, as recorded 
in the book of Exodus, it was 
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inflicted as a judgment for their 
transgressions. (Exod. xii. 29.) 
We read afterwards that it was 
sent upon the Israelites because 
of their worshipping the golden 
calf; that is5 the idol which tfaeiy 
substituted in the room of Je- 
hovah: ^^The Lord plagued the 
people," (** plagued'' means "visit- 
ed with plague,") ** because they 
made the golden calf." 

Again, in Numbers xL 3, when 
the Israelites despised the manna, 
and murmured, and were discon- 
tented with the arrangements of 
God, "the wrath of the Lord 
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was kindled against them, and 
the Lord smote the people with 
a great pestilence." 

Again: we read in Numbers 
xvi, 45 — 48, " Get you up from 
among this congregation, that I 
may consume them as in a mo- 
ment. And they fell upon their 
faces. And Moses said unto Aaron, 
Take a censer" (that is, flee to the 
intercession of Christ; for the 
priesthood of Aaron was a type 
of the true priesthood,) " and put 
fire therein from off the altar " — 
that altar Christ — ''and put on 
incense," (the strange incense and 
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strange fire were both condemned 
of God; the fire must be that 
which came from heaven, the 
altar that which God has conse- 
crated, the incense the symbol of 
the H0I7 Spirit,) " and go quickly 
unto the congregation, and make 
an atonement for them : for there 
is wrath gone out from the Lord ; 
the plague is begun." Thus the in- 
stant the plague was begun, atone- 
ment was the remedy. Our remedy 
still is, the blood of Jesus, the 
sacrifice of the Lamb, acceptance 
through him, forgiveness by his 
blood. Let the priest between 
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the porch and the altar — and each 
beHever Is a priest in his house- 
hold — pray to God to spare, and 
forgive, and blot out the sins 
of the people that have provoked 
the judgments of heaven.) ** And 
Aaron took as Moses commanded, 
and ran into the midst of the 
congregation ; and, behold, the 
plague was begun among the 
people: and he put on incense, 
and made an atonement for the 
people. And he stood between 
the dead and the living ; and the 
plague was stayed." It was sent 
because of the sins of the people. 
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and it was stayed through the 
righteousness and intercession of 
Christ. 

We have another instance of 
the very same judgment on David, 
for numbering the people, in 
2 Sam. xxiv. 12—14, « Go and 
say unto David, Thus saith the 
Lord, I offer thee three things; 
choose thee one of them, that I 
may do it imto thee. So Gad 
came to David, and told him, and 
said unto him, Shall seven years 
of famine come unto thee in thy 
land? or wilt thou flee three 
months before thine enemies. 
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while they pursue thee ? or that 
there be three days' pestilence in 
thy land? now advise, and see 
what answer I shall return to him 
that sent me." What an awful al- 
ternative I One of them must be ; 
and David's selection was the 
right one. ** David said unto 
Gad, I am in a great strait:" 
(and well he might;) ^^Let us 
fall now into the hand of the 
Lord; for his mercies are great: 
and let us not fall into the 
hand of man." There is always 
more mercy with God than man ; 
therefore I fear less the pesd- 
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lence which sweeps through our 
population than I should dread 
the revolutionary mercies of 
Vienna, or the fierce doings of 
a Parisian mob, **So the Lord 
sent a pestilence upon Israel, from 
the morning even to the time 
appointed : and there died of the 
people from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba, {Le. from the north end of 
the land to the south,) "seventy- 
thousand men." 

Thus you perceive that, in 
every instance, pestilence is one 
of the punishments of sin ; and it 
is remarkable (and I think I am 
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geographically correct in saying 
so) that those countries which 
are now mowed down by the 
sword, are the very countries 
which are, as yet, spared the pes- 
tilence. Those that are the 
scenes of pestilence and plague 
are, at this moment at least, (how 
long it may be so I cannot say,) 
spared the no less dreadful alter- 
native of the famine. We seem 
now, indeed, to be coming under 
judgment — to what extent it may 
come, or how long, we do not 
know: and yet **in the day of 
his strong wind, God stays his 
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east wind.** We humbled our- 
selves under famine in the sister 
island, and God lightened its 
pressure ; and if we humble our- 
selves under pestilence now, God 
may, or rather will, mitigate its 
ravages. 

I have shown you that God 
sends the pestilence, and also 
the cause of his sending it: 
now let us try to ascertain what 
is the end of his doing so. It 
is not to crush us, nor to anni- 
hilate us; but it is to lead 
us to repentance, to holiness, to 
salvation, to peace. Thus, in 
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Amos iv. we have a series of 
judgments^ each of which has its 
definite end; and it was only 
when this definite end was repu- 
diated by the people, that they 
were utterly consumed* ** I have 
given you cleanness of teeth,*' {u0. 
famine,) "in all your cities, and 
want of bread in all your places." 
So God gave us ; but it is added, 
" And yet ye have not returned 
unto me, saith the Lord." Well, 
then, what does God now do? 
He sends another judgment; he 
loves them too well to let them 
alone. My dear friends, the most 
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awful judgment that God could 
send upon us would be to let us 
alone: then^ a present Paradise 
would become a very Pandemo- 
nium^ and earth would be an 
outer porch of hell. Better to 
be under judgment, than to be 
let alone: so awful is the sen- 
tence, "Ephraim is joined to 
idols, let him alone." God will 
not let us alone: famine, which 
is one judgment, has been sent, 
and it has not produced any 
adequate effect. It is added, 
" I have withholden the rain from 
you, when there were yet three 
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months to the harvest: and I 
caused It to rain upon one city, 
and caused it not to rain upon 
another city : one piece was rain- 
ed upon, and the piece whereon 
it rained not withered. So two 
or three cities wandered unto one 
city to drink water; but they 
were not satisfied: yet have 
ye not returned unto me, saith 
the Lord." But he would not let 
them alone yet — he loved them 
too much for that ; therefore it is 
added, " I have smitten you with 
blasting and with mildew : when 
your gai^ens, and your fig-trees. 
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and your olive-trees increased, 
the palmer-worm devoured them." 
Substitute potato for fig-trees, 
and vineyards, and gardens, and 
you have the meaning the same, 
and the application plain — the 
symbol only changed : " Yet have 
ye not returned unto me, saith 
the Lord." Then he adds another 
great judgment — ^the pestilence: 
"I have sent among you the 
pestilence, after the manner of 
Egypt : your young men have I 
slain with the sword, and have 
taken away your horses; and I 
have made the stink of your 
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camps to come up unto your nos* 
trils: yet have ye not returned 
unto me, saith the Lord. I have 
overthrown some of you, as God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and ye were as a fire-brand 
plucked out of the burning" — 
speaking to the whole world, and 
not to one nation in particular — 
" yet have ye not returned unto 
me, Buth the Lord." God tries 
six successive judgments, six 
successive vials, six successive 
trumpets, and then comes the 
seventh. What is it? Utter de- 
solation. "Therefore, thus will 
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I do unto thee, O Israel; and 
because I will do this unto thee^ 
prepare to meet thy Grod, O 
IsraeL" This chronolo^cally 
answers to the warning cry, "Be- 
hold, the bridegroom comethl" 
"Behold, I come as a thief P' 
" Even so, come quickly." 

You see, then, my dear friends, 
that the one result which God 
contemplated in all these visita- 
tions, was to lead his people to 
a thorough reformation of heart, 
of conduct, and of character. 

I may just add, as the last 
observation upon this part of 
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my subject, that pestilence is 
stated in Scripture, in yarious 
passages, to be a precursor 
of the last times : ^^ Nation 
shall rise against nation." What 
is the aspect of Europe at 
this moment? "Nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom." I need not 
add comments; the newspapers 
are comments eloquent enough. 
*^ And there shall be famines, and 
earthquakes, and pestilences, in 
divers places. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows." So we 
have the very same prophecy 
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uttered in Luke xxL 10 — 12: 
" Then said he unto them, Nation 
shall rise against nation^ and 
kingdom against kingdom: and 
great earthquakes shall be in 
divers places, and famines, and 
pestilences; and fearful sights 
and great signs shall there be 
from heaven. But before all 
these5 they shall lay their hands 
on you, and persecute you, deli- 
vering you up to the synagogues, 
and into prisons, being brought 
before kings and rulers for my 
name's sake." " Ye shall be 
hated" — and this is addressed 
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to the people of God — " ye shall 
be hated of all men, for my 
name's sake, but" — ^there is added 
the proxnise — " there shall not an 
hair of your head perish." How 
minute the providence ! how com- 
plete is the surveillance of our 
Father over his dependent, his 
loving, though guilty family ! 

Thus we have looked at the 
source, the cause, and the in- 
tended operation of such a visi- 
tation ; — we have, I trust, learned 
to see God in it, not chance. I 
do not believe in chance, for I am 
a Theist; I do not believe in 
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accident, for I am a Christian. 
I believe in this : God reigns, — 
nay, more, I believe that not a 
sparrow can fall with its over- 
wearied wing, nor a hair from a 
believer's head, that God does not 
see, direct, and guide. I know 
and feel the difficulty of realising 
this truth, though I am just as con- 
vinced of it as I am that two and 
two make four. Yet when the 
trial comes, and conviction re- 
quires to be put in action, who 
does not know the difficulty of 
realising it: and yet to realise it, 
to feel it, to have a perfect con- 
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fidence in it, is not only to be in 
possession of the clearest truth, 
but to have within the source of 
the most substantial happiness. I 
meet with many Christians who 
thus nobly feel — who can fling off 
all care and anxiety from their 
hearts, and live as immortal in 
mortality, feeling that they are 
the subjects of what God has 
promised, ** Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace " — ^not, who is 
spotless, not, who is innocent, not, 
who is everything that the law 
requires; but, ** whose mind is 
stayed on thee, because he trust- 
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eth in thee." All chance is sim- 
ply direction that we cannot see. 
None, I hope, regard the pesti- 
lence as coming from the gods of 
the heathen. The ancient Komans 
had a god for every place and 
disease: they had their Lares, or 
domestic gods ; their national, or 
tutelary gods; and whenever 
anything occurred, they applied 
to that particular god who spe- 
cially presided over that depart- 
ment. The tnodem Komans have 
their daimons also ; they have one 
saint who is the patron of this 
place, and a saintess who is the 
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patroness of that place. They 
have a saint who can cure each 
particular disease ; and hence the 
last time the pestilence broke out 
in Europe, in 1832, the late Pope 
bad a procession through Rome, 
with the people chanting the 
litany of Loretto, which repeats, 
" Holy Mary, queen of heaven, 
pray for Us," and so on. That 
Church has exchanged the Pan- 
theon of the old Koman for the 
St. Peter's of the new — changing 
the edifice, baptizing the gods, 
but retaining a worship scarcely 
more pure and scriptural. But 
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far different is our confidence and 
our trust : " I will say " — not of 
the Virgin Mary, nor of Peter, 
nor of Paul, nor of Jupiter, nor 
of Juno, nor of Mars — but " I 
will say of the Lobd, he is my 
refuge, my fortress, my Grod, in 
him will I trust." 

Nor are we, like some, to 
attribute all to second causes. 
I admit the relative importance 
of these, but second causes do 
not explain all; as we find in 
Jer. xiv. 22: "Are there any 
among the vanities (e. e. idols) of 
the Gentiles that can cause rain? 
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or can the heavens give showers?" 
u e. mere natural phenomena and 
laws do not account for these 
things ; then he adds, ^' Art not 
thou he, O Lord our God? There- 
fore will we wait upon thee : for 
thou hast made all these things." 
Having made these prelimi- 
nary remarks upon the source, 
the cause, and the intended re- 
sults of pestilence; having guarded 
against the supposition that it 
arises from chance, or from patron 
gods — or daimons^ as they ought 
to be called — or merely from any 
bad sanitary condition ; and hav- 
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ing come to this conclusion that 
it is God's doing — ^tbat his hand 
is felt in it^ his purposes ripen- 
ing by it, and] his great designs 
sure to be brought about by it — 
let us now consider the no less 
beautiful than precious prescrip- 
tions of this psalm; a portion 
of which I will endeavour to ex- 
plain this morning, and the rest 
of which I will endeavour to un- 
fold this evening. 

This ninety-first Psalm is sup- 
posed to have been composed 
during a time of pestilence: the 
sixth verse seems to be clear and 
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distinct evidence of it. The in- 
terchange of pronouns "I" and 
" thou," " me " and " thee," which 
occurs BO frequently in it, may 
at first sight confuse the ordinary 
reader. The psalm begins, " He 
that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty." In ver. 2, " / will say 
of the Lord, He is my refuge ; " 
then in ver. 5, " Thou wilt not 
be a&aid for the terror by day." 
The simple explanation is this: 
whether it be " thou " or " I " it 
is the believer that is meant. The 
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pealm imy have a primary refer- 
ence to our Lord^ or^ at least, it 
is quoted and applied to him by 
one who can quote as well as 
misquote Scripture; but I believe 
it specially refers, as a whole, to 
the believer. Sometimes the 
psalmist, personating the believer, 
speaks in the first person, and 
says, '^ I will say of the Lord, he 
is my refuge ;" sometimes, address- 
ing a fellow-believer, he says, 
^'You may realise what I have 
realised," namely, *^ Thou shalt 
not be afraid of the tenor by 
nij^t," &c In other words, the 
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ChriBtian dmms no monopoly of 
the promises or the immunities of 
the GospeL He feels that what 
is precious to him^ must be so to 
others; and a heart which is 
really full of the goodness of God, 
can never be at ease until it has 
exerted itself to communicate and 
diffiise the knowledge of that good- 
ness in the family, the neighbour- 
hood, the parish, or wherever there 
is ignorance or disregard of it. You 
understand, therefore, clearly, 
that the "thou" and "I" are 
merely an interchange of persons, 
but both denoting the believer's 
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confidence — ^the believer's safety. 
In ver. 1, it is stated, ** He 
that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High, shall abide 
under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty.'' This is Levitical 
language, used to illustrate evan- 
gelical trutL The ancient tem- 
ple, you recollect, had its holy 
place, which is here called ^* the 
secret place of the Most High.** 
The reason why it is called the 
secret place is, that none but the 
high priest himself was permitted 
to enter it, and that only once a 
year. When he entered, it was 
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with prescribed robes, and cere- 
monies, in order to make inter- 
cession for the sins of the people. 
In this secret place was the 
mercy-seat, which was an em- 
blem of the propitiation of Christ 
Jesus. On the mercy-seat was 
what was called the Shechinah, 
i.e. a bright and vivid splen- 
dour, that burned and glowed 
perpetually, lighted originally 
from God, and fed miraculously 
by him. Over the Shechinah 
were the cherubim, with their 
wings outspread above it, the tips 
touching each other, and forming, 
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as it were^ a veil over that bright 
and unapproachable glory, which 
waa the great symbol of the pre- 
sence, the favour, and the pro- 
tection of God. Underneath the 
seat — over which this glory burn- 
ed — vfsa placed the ark of the 
Testament, with the two tables of 
that law of which our Lord 
gave this epitome, " Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart," and, "Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself;" teach- 
ing the Jew that the law was 
fulfilled or covered, and mag- 
nified by Him who was the great 
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Propitiation. The Shechinah 
denoted the fact of a present 
God; the mercy-seat — onr Di- 
vine acceptance; the cherubim 
that were above it — ^the angels of 
heaven, smitten with the great- 
ness of the mystery, desiring to 
lo6k into these things. 

In one of the psalms which 
we sung to-day — and it is inter- 
esting to be able to praise God 
in words so close to the original 
— a psalm written in time of 
trouble — we find the believer say- 
ing, " Thou shalt hide me in thy 
pavilion; in the secret of his 
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pavilion ehall he hide me." David, 
therefore^ says, that he who is to 
be exempt from the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness, and 
from the arrow that flieth hj 
day, is to be kept, and to dwell 
** in the secret place of the Most 
High;" that is,^in Jesus Christ, 
the true Propitiation, in whom 
the law is magnified — ^who is our 
sacrifice-over whom « mercy and 
truth have met together, righte- 
ousness * and peace have kissed 
each other;" the beams of that 
glorious Shechinah, that shall 
never grow dim, or expire. You 
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can, in some degree, conceive 
that when the high priest went 
into the holy place, how deep 
and solemn was the stillness there 
— what an awful and penetrating 
sense of a present Deity must 
have filled his heart I The doors 
were all shut; the thick walls 
excluded even a whisper from the 
streets of Jerusalem— every echo 
of noise or sound from the mul- 
titudes without; and in that ab- 
solute stiUness, with no light but 
the light of God's countenance 
shining on him, the high priest 
stood alone in the presence of 
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him who filled the secret place 
of the temple with his glory. 
You can conceive, I say, what a 
deep and solemn sense of the 
presence of God the high priest 
must have felt. 

My dear friends, we are all 
priests unto God, and we have 
access into the true holy place, to 
the actual presence of God ; and 
if that high priest, in the typical 
chamber, amid typical cere- 
monies, realised, in all its depth 
and glory, the soul - impressing 
circumstance of a present God, 
how profound should be our sense 
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of God ! Alas ! may I not rather 
say — and I know that every heart 
will be constrained to say also — 
how little do we realise of the 
sense of a present God! And 
how little do we feel, when we 
go out, and when we come in; 
when we pray, and when we 
praise; when we preach, and 
when we hear — how little do we 
feel this heart-piercing sentiment, 
« Thou God seest me ! " 

But the psalmist, speaking of 
the secret place of the Most 
High — or if I may translate it 
into evangelical language, speak- 
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ing of God in Christ Jesus — 
describes the Christian as one 
that ^' dteeUeth in the secret place 
of the Most High.** My dear 
friends, the believer is not one 
who is in Christ on Sunday, and 
out of Christ on Monday. He is 
not a person who is in Christ in 
the sanctuary^ but a stranger to 
Christ when he is in the world; 
though I fear this is the expla- 
nation of much of the Chris- 
tianity which we see ; but as the 
psalmist says, the believer is one 
who dtcelk in Christ, ^^ in the 
secret place of the Most High." 
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Many Christians — they may 
be true Christians, but they are 
very weak ones — just regard 
God^ as a traveller overtaken by 
a storm of hail and rain and 
lightning regards some hut which 
he meets with in his journey : he 
runs into it for shelter from the 
storm ; but when the sky clears, 
he goes out, and thinks no more 
of the hut, or of the blessing he 
enjoyed there. Many persons so 
act towards God. Let the sword 
come, and they run to him, as a 
refuge; let pestilence menace 
our coasts, and they flee to his 
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shadow ; let danger or disease of 
any sort take hold of them, and 
they begin to be religious. Satan, 
it is said by an old poet, would be 
a monk when ill, but when Ts^ell, 
never a monk was he. So is it with 
many: they will be all religion, 
prayer, praise, solemnity, speak- 
ing religion, thinking religion, 
when they are iU ; but when the 
storm blows over, it is seen that 
they treated God just as the tra- 
veller treated the hut; they go to 
God to seek shelter there; they 
enjoy it for a time, and then 
pass on, as if God and their 
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fears were extinguished together. 
Dear brethren, forget not this; 
faith is not an isolated act, bnt a 
permanent habit; it is not the 
reception of Christ to-day, and 
the rejection of him to-morrow ; 
but it is abiding in Christ, dweU- 
ing in Christ, realising his pre- 
sence in the world, as the high 
priest realised it in the secret 
place ; feeling his nearness to me, 
as the high priest felt the near- 
ness of that which was his great 
type. Hence the believer, in 
calm and in storm, in health and 
in sickness, in sword, noisome 
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beast, and pestilence and famine, 
on Sunday and on Saturday, in 
the shop and in the sanctuary, 
on the Koyal Exchange, and at 
the communion table, in public 
and in private, in all that is mag- 
nificently great, and in all that is 
elegantly minute, in the rush and 
roar of a nation's overthrow, and 
in the ripple of private and indi- 
vidual sorrow — dwells in God, 
his shadow, his shelter, his refuge, 
his fortress, his high tower, and 
his strength. 

Let me now notice how the 
high priest entered into this 
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secret place of the Most High. 
He entered it making atonement, 
first for his own sins, and then 
for the sins of the people. We 
enter it neither to make atone* 
ment for our own sins^ nor for 
those of others; but receiving, 
leaning on, resting on, the atone- 
ment that has been already made: 
an atonement so perfect that no 
tears can add to its efficacy, no 
suffering augment its value ; 
nothing that we can do can im- 
prove it, nothing that we can 
suffer can make more precious 
that sacrifice. We enter it simply 
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as sinners ; and this will explain 
to you — for I wish to speak very 
plainly of these great fundamental 
truths — what the basis of a be- 
liever's confidence is : he is said to 
enter with confidence, to " draw 
near with boldness to the throne of 
the heavenly grace." On what 
ground ? On the strength of the 
sacrifice of Jesus, and of this alone. 
I do not want you to have peace 
springing from the belief that your 
sins are less than they are, but I 
want you to have peace springing 
from a belief that the blood of 
Jesus is more effectual than you 
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ever thought it to be. I wish you 
not to think less of sin^ but more 
of the Saviour : I wish you not 
to see yourselves less black than 
you are, but to see Christ more 
beautiful, more loving, more pre- 
cious, more willing than ever you 
saw him before. You are to 
come to him just as you are, de- 
riving boldness, not from cloaking 
or extenuating your sins, but from 
seeing the glory and perfection of 
the Cross, and fully apprehending 
Christ's invitation to you to come 
just as sin has left you, or, as 
some one has beautifully expressed 
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it in verses, transmitted me in a 
letter: — 

HIM THAT COJtETH TO ME I WILL IN NO 

WISE CAST OUT. — John vi. 37. 

Just as I am — ^without one plea 
But that thy blood was shed for me. 
And that thou bid'st me come to thee — 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — ^and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
Tothee,whoseblood can cleanse each ispot— 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — ^though toss'd about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
IFightings and fears within, without — 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — ^poor, wretched, blind ; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind. 
Yea, all I need, in thee to find — 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 
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Just as I am — ^thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,- 
Because thy promise I believe — 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — ihj love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down ; 
Now, to be thine, yea, thine alone — 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am— of that free love, 

" The breadth, length, depth, and height" 

to prove. 
Here for a season, then above— 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 

So are we welcome; so let us 
come. It is as we are^ and thus 
only, that we are welcome. 

Come, then, my dear friends, 
into this secret place; come and 
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seek shelter under the shadow of 
the Most High : just as you are, 
that is the character in which you 
are to come — "just as you are" — 
let me impress this upon you. 
When you look to yourselves, 
you can draw nothing but tears ; 
when you look to the Lamb of 
God, you can draw nothing but 
confidence and joy. 

And then let me add one more 
remark, which I have just time 
to make. On this occasion, when 
the high priest had entered as a 
sinner, but entered through the 
blood shed for the remission of 
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sins, it is recorded that the blood 
of the Lamb that had been slain 
on the great altar was taken and 
sprinkled upon the mercy-seat. 
Hence the high priest^ in that 
isolation from the world, which 
was realised within the holy 
place, in that perfect stDlness — a 
stillness so great, in which he 
could hear the beating of his own 
heart — ^in that perfect loneliness, 
in which nothing was seen, felt^ 
realised, above, around, below, but 
Deity — saw constantly before his 
eyes the blood sprinkled on the 
mercy-seat. He could not look 
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at the glory without seeing the 
blood. Now what does this teach 
us? That the same blood by 
which we enter in, is the blood 
that will keep us there; that the 
same atonement by which we draw 
near to God, is the same by which 
we must remain in communion 
with God; that the first movement 
of a sinner, and the last pulse of 
a saint, must be still " none but 
Jesus "—the blood of Christ alone. 
And so, my dear friends, in that 
holy state unfolded — in that Apo- 
calypse which is an epitome of all 
the Bible, and which contains so 



A PSALM FOE THE DAY. 69 



much which the rest does not 
contain — the Lamb is seen in 
heaven upon his throne as if he 
had been that moment slaugh- 
tered, and his blood poured out 
as a ransom— "a Lamb as if he 
had been slain." This is to teach 
us, that as we enter heaven by the 
blood of Jesus, so we shall see 
throughout the rolling epochs of 
an eternity to come, that it is the 
same blood which keeps us there. 
Adam, when he was created, stood 
as it were by himself; but angels 
now hold fast their allegiance, 
and saints throughout eternity 
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shall retain their state^ wholly 
and solely by the atonement; the 
standing of the universe itself 
shall be in Christ. The blood 
of Jesus shall be seen in heaven 
more clearly than it is realised on 
earth; and throughout all eternity 
our song shall still be "unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins, in that blood" which 
we now see amid the unutterable 
glory, "unto Him be thanks- 
giving, and glory, and honour, for 
ever and ever." 

Brethren, when in Christ, the 
secret place of the Most High, 
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we are safe from tbe greatest 
danger : why not from the less ? 

Let me now proceed to con- 
template the promises that are 
here given — exceeding great and 
precious to the believer — and the 
characteristics of those to whom 
these promises are made. The 
two are inseparable — the promise 
and the character; there is no 
special promise but to special cha- 
racter. Let me here also make a 
distinction : a prophecy is simply 
a prediction of good or evil that 
shall be ; a promise is a prediction 
of good that will and must be. 
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The prophecy merely describes 
what must be; the promise de- 
scribes the good that shall be. 
Now this psalm is not a collec- 
tion of prophecies, but a compen- 
dium of promises; it is not a 
prophet's burden, but an evange- 
list's ** Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
my people." The first promise is, 
that ** he shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty." This 
promise, as appended to dwelling 
" in the secret place of the Most 
High," reminds us of the fact, that 
the light or relationship in which 
we look at God, and lean on him. 
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is the light or relationship in 
which he will manifest himself to 
us. Ifwe flee to him as our safety, 
he will be so ; if we have recourse 
to him as our fortress, he wiU be 
found so ; if we draw near to him 
as the fountain of our joy, he will 
be so; if we draw near to him 
as sons to a father, he will show 
himself so. Whatever be the 
light in which we look at God, 
in that light he will reveal and 
disclose himself to us, in no case 
disappointing the hopes of his 
own. Let us learn a great prac- 
tical lesson from this. If you go to 
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God as to an angry and avenging 
judge, do not be surprised if you 
find him so ; but if you approach 
him saying "Abba, Father," then 
rejoice to know that he will recog- 
nise your approach, and respond 
to you, " My son." He that thus 
draws near to God, then, shall find 
him his shadow, or " shall dwell 
under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty." Let there be " the 
snare of the fowler," " the noisome 
pestilence," " the terror by night," 
" the arrow that flieth by day ; " 
let there be all peril, all conta- 
gion, all evil, around him, this 
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shall no more detach the believer 
from God, than the waves of the 
ocean shall shatter or dislodge the 
imbedded rock. A Christian is 
immortal tiU his work is done; he 
leads a charmed life; the angels 
of Grod encamp around him. He 
is safe, as Noah was safe in the 
ark, as the manslayer in the city 
of refuge, as the glorified saint 
that is in the literal presence of 
God and of the Lamb. 

Now, my dear friends, try to 
realise this. I know that a pin 
point, should it pierce the sub- 
stance of the heart, may paralyze 
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all the powers of animal life; but 
' I know that neither pin, nor 
bayonet, nor shot, nor shell, can 
touch me, until He who has 
prescribed my mission has pro- 
nounced that mission finished. 
Let the Christian therefore feel 
that in every instance he leads a 
charmed life; not that he ceases 
to be human, or ought to fsul 
to be watchful, but that God is 
the buckler over him, the shadow 
of Omniscience round him, and 
nothing shall be able to separate 
him &om the love of God that is 
in Jesus Christ his Lord. 
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Such» then^ is the unfolding of 
that beautiful promise^ ** He that 
dwells in the secret place of God 
shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty." 

Another promise is added. Such 
a one^ it is said^ ^^ shall not be 
afraid." There is more force in 
this than at first we are disposed 
to attach to it. In time of pesti- 
lence and of disease, and especially 
of that peculiar form of pestilence 
with which we are threatened, it 
is said nothing so predisposes the 
human system to, its attacks as 
the paralyzing influence of fear; 
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and that not to be afraid^ is one 
of the best human recipes for 
escape from its contagion. Here, 
then, is a promise to the people 
of God that they shall not be 
afraid — they only have reason not 
to be afraid. They are not called 
upon to indulge in insensibility, 
or in atheistic scorn. It does not 
imply that they have no nerves, or 
that those nerves are iron, and may 
not be moved. Apathy as not con- 
fidence; *^ease in Zion" is not 
" peace in Christ ;" but it is pro- 
mised them they shallnot be afraid. 
It is possible for a man to show 
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the greatest magnanimity^ and it 
may be only physical. It is pos- 
sible for another to show the 
solemn^ shrinking sensibility of a 
woman, and yet have connected 
with it the strong and full confi- 
dence of a child of God. And 
the ground on which a Christian 
should not be afraid is this^ that 
he dwells in the secret place of 
the Most High; that his confi- 
dence is in God: and hence he 
has such promises as these^ '^Thou 
shalt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is staid on thee, 
because he trusteth in thee:'' 
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^'Be stilly and know that I am 
God:" "Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid." 
The pestilence is an arrow from 
God's bow, and our only defence 
is lying still and submissively in 
God's hand. But not only is it 
said, ** Thou shalt not be afraid," 
but it is also added by the inspired 
believer, " I will say of the Lord, 
He is my refuge and my fortress : 
my God ; in him will I trust." 

God is again described, under 
another figure, as the believer's 
** refuge:" a refuge from the curse 
of sin, its most corroding ele- 
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ment^ which has been borne by 
Christ — a refuge from the power 
of sin, its torturing action, which 
has been broken by the Holy 
Spirit of God — a refuge from 
a disquieted conscience, and from 
goading fears ; from despair, that 
paralyses all hope, upon the one 
hand, and from presimiptiou; that 
feeds and fosters rash and daring 
hazard, on the other hand. God, 
to such a one, will be a complete 
refiige ; and not only a refuge, but 
it is added he will be "a fortress." 
A "fortress" is for offensive as 
well as defensive weapons ; and in 



82 A PSALM FOB THE DAY. 



the fortress of God's word are all 
the promises, the invitations, the 
encouragements, the prospects, 
that we need, and that are requi- 
site to sustain and strengthen us. 
It is important, also, to notice the 
believer's appropriation of all : "I 
will say of the Lord, He is my re- 
fuge, my fortress^ my God." This 
word "my" is a very vital link; 
it is the first link in the chain: 
drop it, and all falls ; retain it, and 
you are fastened to the throne, 
and nothing can sever you. The 
believer, finding in God " his for- 
tress, his refuge, his God," walks 
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with him through every peril, not 
as a maniac trembling in the 
presence of his keeper, but as a 
son rejoicing and fearing nothing, 
walking by the side of his father. 
Then it is added, as another 
promise, " Surely He will deliver 
thee from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence." 
The believer says, ^^swrely^ he 
will do it. All the principles of 
Christianity lead him to conclude 
so; all precedents recorded in 
the page of Scripture, where pa- 
triarchs, prophets, and apostles 
have trusted in him and have 
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been delivered, lead him to con* 
elude so. All the promises of 
God lead ns to conclude, and all 
the experience of that disease 
with which our country threatens 
to be swept tell us, that unless 
He deliver us, no human power, 
prescription, or interposition, can 
do so. It is known that here 
medicine is humbled by the con- 
viction of its utter weakness : it 
has searched every acre around 
the footstool of God, and cannot 
find one herb or mineral that can 
cure it : it is, perhaps, to teach 
it to search around the throne of 
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God, and see if there is not there 
a bahn that can neutralize it. 
Wherever medical skill is exer- 
cised without empiricism, when 
questioned here, it will shake its 
head, and drop the pen which it 
seized to write the prescription, 
and say, "It is the finger of 
God ; we can neither comprehend 
nor arrest it." 

But, in order not merely to 
assure us of the certainty of deli- 
verance, but to meet our distrust 
and our suspicion, all the imagery 
that creation can supply is ap- 
plied to, and exhausted, in order 
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to depict the complete protection 
and deliverance that we shall 
have in God; ^for it is added^ 
"He shall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings 
shalt thou trust; his truth shall 
be thy shield and buckler." Why 
does God thus vary the phrase- 
ology? It is not for his own 
sake, but only for ours; not to 
make his promise more true, but 
our hearts more confident. I 
believe that the varied pecu- 
liarities and constitutional feel- 
ings of men, explain much of the 
varied phraseology in which God 
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reveals his mind to us. Men are 
not only fearfully and wonder- 
fully, but differently constituted. 
The figure which tells witii elec- 
tric force on one mind, falls blunt 
and without effect upon another. 
Now God leaves no image un- 
tried, that will reach the minds 
of his people, and leave either 
conviction," or comfort, or peace. 
Ceasing therefore, for a moment, 
to speak of himself as a " refuge," 
a "fortress," or a "deliverer," he 
represents himself under the same 
image as our Lord does in the 
Gospel, where he says, "As a 
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hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wmgSy so would I have ga- 
thered thee." 

Now, God says you are poor, 
helpless, dependent things; you 
have no source of strength in 
yourselveff, or means of warmth 
or shelter, or shield to protect 
you ; but I will spread over you 
my outstretched wings, and those 
wings shall cover you; and the 
arm that would smite the hum- 
blest saint must first pierce the 
wing of the Almighty, before 
that saint can be touched by it. 
His feathers shall protect you. 



A PSALM FOB THE DAT. 89 



and his truth shall be thy shield 
and buckler. 

We have, in verses 6 — 7, a de- 
scription of the pestilence, or the 
greatness of the peril from which 
God preserves us: "Thou shalt 
not be afraid for the terror by 
night, nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day, nor for the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness, 
nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon-day. A thou- 
sand shall fall at thy side, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand ; 
but it shall not come nigh thee." 
This seems to be the exact de- 
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scription of the pestilence which 
has now visited us. It is here 
called **the terror by night." 
Medical men tell us that this is 
frequently the period of its ap- 
proach; that when we are laid 
in unsuspecting slumber, in the 
silent watches of the night, this 
dread foe, with a certainty and 
precision which we can neither 
foresee nor resist, seizes its vic- 
tim, and in a few hours he is 
numbered with the dead. 

Again, it is described as "walk- 
ing in darkness." Ask any man 
who has studied its nature, and 
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he will tell you, its origin, its 
progress, the laws of its action, 
no philosophy of ours can ex- 
plain. It starts up suddenly in 
one place, and leaves it for days, 
and even months, and then it 
returns again, and its havoc is 
increased a thousand-fold. It is 
known to run along one side of a 
street^ smiting down chiefly the 
weak, but sometimes the strong, 
without sparing, and leave the 
other side of the street untouched. 
It walks literally in the darkness. 
The laws of its action, the secret 
of its origin, the nature of its 
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moTements — when, where, how — 
all are wrapped in mystery. In 
the language of the Psahnist, ^^It 
walketh in darkness." And, as 
the pestilence itself thus " walks 
in darkness," let us be careful 
not to pronounce on its victims, 
where all is obscure. If you see 
one smitten, and another spared, 
do not say the smitten is the lost 
one, and the spared is the saved 
one ; but recollect what our Lord 
said — " Think ye that these men, 
on whom the tower of Siloam 
fell, were sinners above all men ? 
I tell you, Nay: but except ye 
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repent^ ye shall all likewise 
perish." 

But there is, unquestionably, 
a reason in this, as in other forms 
of pestilence, for the secrecy of 
its action and its influence — and 
it is a scriptural, and a right one; 
it is to teach us to rise above the 
mere second causes, and ascend to 
the true origin — the Great First 
and Self-existent and Sovereign 
Cause. It is to teach men that 
there is in the midst of us a Divine 
Power, that acts when, where, and 
how he pleases. As long as man 
can account for everything, and 
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ejtplain its movements, and lay his 
hand upon the very medicine that 
neutralizes its force and checks 
its havoc^ so long he is disposed 
to act and feel atheistically ; but 
when no science can explain, and 
no experience can unfold it — when 
all is wrapped in mystery, and 
shrouded in night— then man is 
led to look upward, and see in it, 
not the prescriptions of chance, 
or the effects of accident, but the 
presence and the finger of God. 

And, my dear friends, God has 
been long standing as a suppliant, 
saying, « Open, and I will come 
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in and sup with thee ;" and many 
have refused. It may now be 
that he begins to thunder^ no 
longer as a suppliant, but as a 
rightful sovereign, demanding ad- 
mission where he was rejected 
when he entreated it. 

But the interesting question 
will occur to some of you. Is 
there, in aU this psalm, any evi- 
dence that God will preserve his 
people, even in this life, from the 
effects of this disease ? If it be 
true, " Seek first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness, and 
all else' shall be added to you;" 
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if it be true^ as it is elsewhere 
asserted, that ^'godliness has pro- 
mise of the life which now is, as 
well as promise of that which is 
to come ;'• if it be true, ** The 
Lord is my shepherd, and I shall 
not want;** if it be true that 
^^ He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things ?" then I 
do not see why I should not truly 
and fairly infer, that He will 
manifest special protection to 
those who are the sons of God, 
and who exercise special confi- 
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dence in his mercy and his power 
at such a crisis. Very beautiful, 
therefore, and very comforting, 
are those promises, contained in the 
language of Job, " Happy is the 
man whom God correcteth; there- 
fore despise not thou the chasten- 
ing of the Almighty, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of him." 
^^He shall deliver thee in six 
troubles, and in seven shall no 
evil touch thee. In famine he 
shall redeem thee from death, 
and in war from the power of the 
sword. Thou shalt be hid from 
the scourge of the tongue : neither 
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shalt thoa be afinud of destruc- 
tion when it oometh. At de- 
Btniction and fiimine thou shalt 
laugh: neither shalt thou be 
afraid of the beasts of the earth. 
For thou shalt be in league with 
the stones of the field: and the 
beasts of the field shall be at 
peace with thee. And thou shalt 
know that thy tabernacle shall be 
in peace; and thou shalt visit 
thy habitation^ and shalt not sin. 
Thou shalt know also that thy 
seed shall be great, and thine off- 
spring as the grass of the earth. 
Thou shalt come to thy grave in 
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full age^ like as a shock of corn 
Cometh in his season." We have 
here a string of temporal bless- 
ings promised ; and if it be true 
that God reigns in providence^ as 
he reigns in grace — that he sits 
upon the throne of the one, as 
much as he wields the sceptre of 
the other — I do not see why, 
without presumption where we 
ought to be humble, or rashness 
where we ought to " be still," we 
may not infer that special protec- 
tion is promised and will be vouch- 
safed to the people of God ; and 
that, placing our confidence in 
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him, as oar protector from disease, 
that confidenoe will not disap- 
point us. We have, then, the 
Divine prescription which we axe 
to employ during this pestilence, 
namely, confidence in God: '^ Be- 
cause thou hast made the^Lord 
thy refuge, and the Most High 
thy habitation." 

Confidence in God is thus the 
great preventive. It is taking him 
at his word; it ifltakbg the psalm 
that I have now read, and turning 
that psalm into a prayer. Take it 
with you to your homes, then, and, 
in your closets, where no ear can 



... 
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hear but Grod's, thus pray : " O 
thou who art the Almighty^ and 
who art in Christ, thy secret 
place ; thou art my refuge and my 
fortress, my God ; in thee will I 
trust. Do thou deliver me from 
the snare of the fowler, and from 
the noisome pestilence. Cover 
me with thy feathers, for I trust 
under thy wings. Be thou my 
shield and buckler, and I shall 
not be afraid for the terror by 
night, nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day, nor for the destruc- 
tion that wasteth at noon-day. 
Though a thousand fall at my 
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side, and ten thousand at my 
right hand, let it not come nigh 
unto me: let no evil befal me/* 
Such is the next promise con* 
tained in this psalm. 

The tenth verse contains the 
promise, "There shall no evil 
befal thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling." 
One of the great laws of the 
Christian economy is this, that 
no evil, of any shape, or sort, or 
degree, can befal the people of 
God. When Christ bore our sins 
upon the cross, he took away all 
the curse that could scathe us, 
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and bequeathed to us only glo- 
rious and perpetual blessings. 
Hence^ disease may destroy the 
outward form5 but it cannot touch 
the inner and immortal inhab* 
itant. Death may destroy the 
casket, but it is only that the gem 
may be seen in its intrinsic glo^y ; 
it may batter down the house, but 
it is only that the inhabitant may 
rise upon new wings, and reach 
more glorious realms, and dwell 
evermore in ^^an house not made 
with hands.'' Satan cannot touch 
us, for " I have prayed for thee 
that thy faith fail not." Sin can- 
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not destroy us, for its curse is 
for ever taken awaj. Evil angels 
cannot hurt us, for they are kept 
in chains. Good angels will not 
touch us, for they are all minis- 
tering spirits to us. " Who then 
shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? I am persuaded that 
neither life nor death, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jemis 
our Lord.** 
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In the eleventh verse it is pro- 
mised, ** He shali give his angels 
chai'ge over thee, to keep thee in 
all thy ways ; they shall bear thee 
up in their hands, lest thou dash 
thy foot against a stone." You 
will notice how the imagery of the 
psalm is varied, to meet the varied 
feelings and the fears of every 
believer. Are your foes too fierce 
and strong ? God opens his bosom 
as a " refuge " to you. Are his 
people assaulted? God proves to 
them a " fortress." Are they per- 
secuted by invisible enemies ? He 
hides them in his ** secret place." 
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Do rulers, and kings, and pon- 
tiffs exercise their power against 
them ? The Most High, the Al- 
mighty interposes. Are there 
stumbling blocks in the way? 
" He will give his angels charge 
over them, lest they dash their 
foot against a stone." 

In what respect have his angels 
charge over us? "Are they not 
all ministering spirits to the heirs 
of salvation?" Satan misquoted 
this verse, and, I believe, mis- 
applied it ; but we have the ori- 
ginal, by which to correct the 
misquotation. I think that we are 
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warranted to take this promise 
to ourselves : " He will give his 
angels charge over us, to keep us 
in all our ways.'' But do not fail 
to notice where the angels keep 
us ; it is only in the way of duty. 
They keep us not in the ways of 
sin ; but " in all thy ways " — ^the 
ways of righteousness — which 
are ways of "pleasantness" and 
of "peace." 

We have next laid down the cha- 
racteristics of believers, to whom 
alone these promises are made. 
It is said^ " Because he hath set 
his lov^ upon me ; because he hath 
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known my name." And again, 
there ig another characteristic, 
yiz. " Because he calls upon me, 
I will be with him, and deliver 
him, and honour him," And this 
leads me to what is personal and 
practical in this psalm ; namely, 
the^ characteristics of those who 
may appropriate it. And the 
very first here specified is, "They 
set their love upon God." Let 
me ask you. Have you this cha- 
racteristic, a heart set on God? 
Is he the supreme object of your 
love? If there be love cherished in 
your hearts to him,, that love must 
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be the repercussion of a sovereign 
love, which first manifested itself 
to you* Love in a creature'^s heart 
is evidence that that creature id 
loved of God. Let me ask you, 
then^ Do you love him ? If so^ 
you will prefer affliction with the 
people of Qod, to the pleasures 
of sin^ which are for a season. 
You will love every truth of God 
— ^not those truths only that are 
palatable, but those that are not 
so also. You will love truth 
when it comes in the shape of a 
promise, and when it comes in 
the sterner shape of a ptecept. 
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If you love God, you will fre- 
quently talk of him. What the 
heart is fullest of, the mouth 
will speak most fluently. There 
never can be a fuU heart and 
dumb lips : ** Come, all ye that 
fear God, and I will tell you 
what he hath done for my souL" 
If you love God, you will be 
ready for the meanest service he 
prepares for you. The hmnblest 
duty is covered with the glory of 
Him who commands it; and the 
believer is raised in doing it, be- 
cause he does it for Christ's sake. 
And if you love God, you will 
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sympathize with his cause. You 
will rejoice in its triumphs, and 
weep over its temporary discom- 
fiture. Like Mosesy you will be 
dumb in your own cause, but 
eloquent when the glory of God 
threatens to be eclipsed. If you 
love God, you will love his word ; 
you wilt make it your study, and 
read it by day, and meditate on it 
by night. You will love his house : 
" A day in that house is better 
than a thousand in the gates of 
sin." You will love his sabbath ; 
you will hail its dawn, as the 
dawn of the sweetest day. You 
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But they are described hy a 
fourth oharaoterigtio : they are 
those that "call upon God." This 
is a frequent characteristid of 
belierers ; " all that call upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ." And this 
reminds me of asking you. Are 
you a praying people? Do you 
pray when you rise, and when 
you lie down? Do you pray 
when you enter upon duties that 
are difficult, and when you are 
inyited to enjoy privileges that 
are aweet? Do you pray in your 
homes, in your families, in the 
sanctuary? If there be no prayer. 
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it is absolutely certain that there 
oan be no Christianity; if there be 
Chriistian love, there will be cor- 
responding practice ; if there be 
Christian vitality, there will be 
the expression of it in praise and 
prayer. 

Those, then, to whom the 
special promises contained in this 
psalm are made, are those that 
know the name and feel the Ibve 
of God, and who pray to him. 
And the promise is again renewed 
and repeated, " I will be with 
him in trouble." "If thy pre- 
sence go not with us,*' s^d one 
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of old, "carry us not hence.** 
God was with Noah in the ark^ 
when he had neither chart nor 
compass, and he guided the ark 
to its haven. God will be with 
you, as he was with Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, so that 
the flame which consumes all that 
approach it, shall not touch one 
hair of your head. God will be 
with you, as he was with Peter 
in prison, melting the iion chains, 
and dissolving bolts, when they 
stood in the way of his purpose. 
God will be with you, as he was 
with iPaul and Silas, making a 
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prison to be a palace, and its 
dreary dungeons to re-echo with 
songs of gratitude and of joy. 

He will not only be with you^ 
but he will also "honour you." 
He will give you the sacredness 
of a priest, the affection of a son, 
and. the dignity of a king; and 
fulfil in your personal experience 
this promise, " Them that honour 
me, I will honour;" grey hairs 
shall be a crown of glory; and 
when heart and flesh faint and 
fail, God will be your portion for 
ever. 

I have thus touched upon these 






118 A PBALM FOB THX DAT. 



beautiful^ and to. us aeiu9onable 
promiseB of Crod. I have only 
touched upon them. Let me ask 
70U then^ my dear friends^ firsts 
to ascertain that your standing 
is in the secret place of th^ Most 
High; that you are dwelling in 
Jesus Christ; that he is your 
rockf your foundation, and your 
refuge: if so, remember God is 
faithful; heaven and earth may 
pass away, but one jot cannot 
pass from God*s promise, imtil 
all be fulfilled. What God says, 
is stronger than all man does, 
Kemember, in the ne^t place, 
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that these promises are to be 
reioliaed only in Jesus Christ. 
All the promises in him are yea 
and amen: his paschal suffering is 
our safety ; his promise, our com- 
fort. Recollect that God's blessed 
word, and this psalm especially, 
is the Divine pharmacopoeia from 
which prescriptions for safety, and 
promises for comfort, are to be 
drawn. 

And recollect, in the next 
place, that whatever befals you, 
has no wrath in it : nothing that 
touches a believer ha9 one particle 
of wrath in it ; and nothing that 
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touches an unconverted soul has 
one particle of redeeming love in 
it. The severest blow that smites 
the believer is from that hand 
which was nailed to the cross for 
us; the bitterest cup that he has 
to, drink is emptied of the curse, 
and filled with the wine of an 
everlasting and glorious benedic* 
tion: and whatever disease, or 
pestilence, or famine may • come, 
wait upon the Lord, and be of 
good courage. Let this be your 
resolution, "I will wait upon 
the Lord, that hideth his face 
from me.'* " Who is among yon 



A PSALM FOR THE BAT. 121 



that feareth the Lord, that 
walketh in darkness^ and hath 
no light? let him trust in the 
Lord, and stay upon his God." 
If this pestilence, which has 
only touched the skirts of our 
land, should taint the whole 
atmosphere of our country, and 
smite from the Queen upon the 
throne, downward to the very 
lowliest family in the land, then, 
my dear friends, even then, be 
not dejected. Begin to sing the 
forty-sixth psahn: " Though the 
earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the 
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midst of the sea, there is a 
river whose streams make glad 
. the city of our God.'' "We 
will not be a&aid ; God is in the 
midst of us." It is in the caIn), 
not in the tempestuous night, 
that we can see brightly and 
beautifully the guiding stars in 
the firmament : it is just previous 
to the storm that the sulor draws 
in all his canvass, and makes all 
ready for the conflict ; it is just 
now, when the note of warning 
has been sounded, that every 
Christian is called upon to review 
his standing, to examine his hopes, 
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to analyse his faith, and to make 
sure that he rests upon a rock 
that never can be moved. And 
yet this perfect confidence is quite 
different from insensibility. We 
do not ask you to be insensible: 
it is human to feel, it is divine to 
triumph when you feel. Nor is 
it the mere feeling of fatalism. 
The poor Mahommedan says, 
<< God haa ordered it; means are 
useless ; I submit, and die. " 
There is no fatalism in. it, but 
wisdom^ love, mercy; great, be- 
neficent, and glorious issues. Nor 
la it mere atheistic defiance. We 
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are not to say, there is no God in 
it, but only chance; we are not 
to say, there is no purpose of 
Heaven in it, but merely what 
the chapter of accidents may 
throw up. This is not so : God 
is in it ; and the most skilful men 
admit the fact. Nor are you to 
rush into superstition, and look 
to second causes, and make these 
your idols and your gods. You 
are to trust in the Lord, and 
abide under his shadow; to dis- 
charge the duties that deyolye 
upon you; to remain like senti- 
nels at your posts, and to feel 
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that angels will have charge con- 
cerning you only while you 
remain in the path of duty pre- 
scribed to you by Heaven ; and, 
come what may, nothing can 
sever the humblest believer from 
the Most High, even the Al- 
mighty. 

But to you who are strangers 
to the Cross, and to the power of 
living and real religion, there is 
much to be said, solemnizing, 
awakening, and awfuL My dear 
friends, there is no escape from 
the contagion which is the secret 
seed of the disease to which I 
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now refer. It is not by running 
from the infected person tliat you 
are to escape: the secret source 
of it is known by physicians to 
be in the air we breathe ; that air 
is known to be tainted wherever 
the pestilence is. It laughs at 
walls^ it leaps over bulwarks, 
battlements, and bayonets, and, 
treating quarantine laws with 
contempt, it rides on the whirl- 
wind and walks on the sea. It 
enters the rich man's oriel win- 
dow, and the poor man*s case- 
ment ; it will seize the peasant's 
babe in his cradle, and the royal 
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prince beside the throne^ If God 
so gives it commission. Palaces 
do not exclude it. If we go up 
to heaven, it is there; if we 
descend to the depths, it is there ; 
if we take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and escape to the uttermost 
parts of the land, it is there also. 
And I ask you also— not knowing 
which of us may be summoned 
by it into the presence of God ; 
not knowing where it may strike, 
or on whom it may execute its 
dread mission — let me ask you, 
my dear friends, young men and 
young women — for strength is no 
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preservative^ any more than weak- 
ness — Are you prepared to meet 
God? Let me ask you — in the 
prospect of that throne from 
which our final sentence shall be 
pronounced; in the prospect of 
that dread tribunal from which 
there can be no appeal; in the 
prospect of that' meeting with 
God where nothing but the blood 
of the Lamb has eloquence, and 
for which nothing but the work 
of the Spirit can be preparation — 
Is your confidence this day in the 
efficacy of that most precious 
blood ? are your hearts this day 
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sanctified and changed by the 
Holy Spirit of God? 

My dear friends, what an awful 
shocks if the severance which 
severs the sonl from the body 
plunges the soul into everlasting 
exile and banishment from God I 
What infatuation is it that men 
will settle every account, and 
adjust every question, and plunge 
into every dispute — and leave 
unsettled, untouched, untried, 
that weightiest, greatest, most 
vital of all questions, Am I a 
child of God, or am I still dead 
in trespasses and sins? My dear 
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friends, if you are not the people 
of God, lift your hearts in secrecy 
and in silence unto Him who 
hears every beating of every heart 
in this house, who sees every 
thought, who knows the inmost 
and the most secret feelings in 
every conscience ; lift up your 
hearts to Him, and say, '^ My 
God, I am a lost, ruined, guilty 
sinner, deserving nothing but thy 
hell; and having forfeited thy 
mercy, I come to thee : I ask 
of thee this night to forgive 
me my sins through Christ Jesus, 
to regenerate my heart by thy 
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Holy Spirit, to make me ready 
for thy presence ; and then, whe- 
ther I live,, it shall be Christ, or 
whether I die, it shall be great 
gain," 

My dear friends, I have tried 
to speak to you to-night most 
plainly. If you have come to 
hear the word of haman wisdom, 
God grant you may go away 
most bitterly disappointed; but 
if you have come to hear plain 
truths spoken from the very 
depths of your minister's heart, 
and truths that you will need 
when the day of trial comes, then 
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those truths you have heard; and 
may the Spirit of God write them 
upon the living tablets of your 
hearts ; and may you bless God 
to all eternity that you heard the 
exposition of this psalm for the 
age in which we live. And to 
his blessed Name be all the glory 
and the praise. Amen. 
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HELD AT HAMMEESMITH, IN MDCCC XXXIX, 



9L1ih$ttiiitmtnU 

This celebrated Discussion has excited the greatest interest 
both among Roman Catholics and Protestants— one proof of which 
is the rapid sale of upwards of 2,000 copies, and the constant 
demand for a New Edition. 

The Publishers express the opinion of the most eompateot 
judges, when they state that this book ought to be in the hands of 
every Protestant in Britain, more particularly all Clergymen, 
Ministers, and Teachers ; a more thorough acquaintance with the 
great Controversy may be acquired ftom this volume than from 
any other source. 
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WORKS BY THE EBV. JOHN GUMMING, D.D. S 



Beautifully printed in one thick volume, 8vo. cloth, elegantly gilt, 
price 7«. Sd.^ or small paper, 12mo. price 5«. 

LECTUBES FOB THE TIMES: 

AN EXPOSITION 

OF 

TRIDENTINE AND.TEACTABIAN POPERY. 



NOTICES OF THE WOB£. 

" in these Lectuies Dr. Gumming gives the ftilleat scope to all 
his high powers. Careftil research, acute argument, brilliant 
illustration, graphic description, eloquent appeal, all unite in 
enriching and embellishing his pages, alluring the most Indifferent 
to read, and compelling the most prejudiced against his yiews to 
pause and consider." — Edinburgh EeeletUutical Review, 

** Dr. Gumming exhibits an extensive knowledge of the subject, 
great powers of reasoning, and a wish to proceed to a right con- 
clu«ion. The volume is both interesting and instructive, aad it 
unquestionably deals with matters of the highest importance, in 
which all mjmklnd are deeply and permanently interested." — 
Newcastle Courant. 
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4 WOILKS BY IHi; BEY. JOHN GUMMING, D.I>. 



Seventh Thousand, price 9«. cloth gilt, 

APOCALYPTIC SKETCHES; 

on» 

LECTUEES ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION, 

Delivered in the Lcwge Moom, Exeter Hall. 

KEYISED AND CORBECTED BY THE AUTHOB. 



These Lectures were begun in Exeter Hall, during the period 
occupied in the enlargement of the Church of which the Lecturer 
is the Minister. Not a few were then afraid that the Author might 
be led into rash and questionable theories in investigating a subject 
confessedly beset with difficulties, but, by the blessing of God, and 
the exercise of caution and prayerful study, all has ended more 
than satisfactorily. The unprecedentedly large masses of persons 
of every denomination, and of no denomination at all, who over- 
flowed the spacious hall in which they were delivered, and the 
glowing attention excited in the minds of these audiences, and 
the saving and very striking impressions made on unconverted 
minds by the means of the solemn truths they heard, are aU signs 
and tokens that call for hiunble gratitude to God. 

Numerous requests were made for their publication. A short- 
hand writer was therefore engaged, who took a verbatim report of 
every Lecture. These reports the Author has now corrected ; and 
trusts that the work will be found a substantial summary of his 
Discourses on the Apocalypse. It is his earnest prayer that these, 
and aU his labours, may redound to the glory of God, and to the 
good of souls. 
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• NOW PUBLISHING, 

In Numben at Threepence, each containing a single Discourse, 
and when completed will form a handsome Volume, 

APOCALYPTIC SKETCHES; 

(SECOND SERIES); 

OK, 

%HUitti m t^t Sooit of VitUUtion, 

4lS DELIVBBBD in HIS OWN CHUBOH. 



The following have already appeared:— 

1. CHRIST'S MANY CROWNS. 

2. THE CONGREGATION OF THE DEAD. 
8. THE NEW JERUSALEM. 

4. THE SORROWLESS STATE. 

5. ALL THINGS NEW. 

6. THE CONQUEROR. 

7. THE UNBELIEVING. 

8. ENDLESS SUFFERERS, 

9. THE BRIDE. 

10. THE TEMPLE. 

11. MILLENNIAL LIGHT. 

12. DAY WITHOUT NIGHT. 

*«* To be contint$etl Monthlff, 
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6 WORKS BY THE EEV. JOHN GUMMING, D.D. 



In Post 8yo. price 4«. cloth lettered,* 

OCCASIONAL DISCOUBSES: 

A Volume of Sbermons. 



8to. sewed, price 2«. 

CHBISTIAN PATEIOTISM; 

THE CLAIMS OF HOME AND COUNTRY TO 
CHRISTIAN CONSIDERATION : 

In 18mo. cloth gilt, price 1«. 6d. 

OUE FATHEB: 

A WEEK'S FAMILY PRAYERS. 



Price, in cloth, 8*. 6d. ; roan, gilt, 5«. ; morocco, 6». 6d. 

THE PULPIT PSALM BOOK. 

Thb Psalms and Paraphrases according to the version of the 
Church of Scotland, with the names of suitable Tunes, Explana- 
tions of each Psalm, and a Supplement of Hymns and Doxologies 
for Special and Missionary occasions; to which are prefixed. 
Prayers and Services from John Knox's Book of Common Order, 
as at the Reformation ; also, the Confession of Faith and Shorter 
Catechism. 
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Second Edition, Fcap. 8vo. cloth, price 2s. 6d, 

INFANT SALTATION; 

OB, 

911 Ibabelr tofio Mt in .Ifnfanes. 

Specially addressed to Mothers mourning the loss of Infants 

and Children. 



Uniform with the above, price 2« 6</. 

THE BAPTISMAL FONT: 

An Sxyosition 

or THE 

NATURE AND OBLIGATIONS OP CHBISTIAN BAPTISM. 

With ak Appekdix. 

" Distingaished at once by eloquence, compactness, and 
learning."— CArM<ta» Witnets. 



Also oniform. 
Second Edition, Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 2«. 6d, 

A MESSAGE FBOM GOD; 

OR, 

THOUGHTS ON RELIGION FOR THINKING MEN, 
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Fourth Edition, 

LIBEfilT, EQUALIir, FBATEENITY: 

THREE DISCOURSES 

MUVEMO) m THE MONTH OF APRIL 18«. 



Uniform with the above, 

THE TBUE CHABTEE. 



Also, 

THE EEYOLUTIONISTS. 



Third Edition, Fcap. 8vo. price M. sewed, 

THE TEUE SUCCESSION: 

Preached be/ore the London Missionary Society. 

" The True Succession contains Dr riiT««,4«-« 

Whu^ to the Christian ,,«„.. ofd^™" rn'r„.«r'r 

formed the true .„cce„or, of the Apoetle. duZ a« " j""" 

eraof ev«,«elic.l Prote.t«,ti.m, more e.peci.ny ta oL^lTr 
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